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'fyes" to everything he said. It was a shock to him to
hear for the first time what some young men really
thought of him and his politics, a shock which at that
stage in his political career can be quite disturbing.
But was it done ? Did and would orthodox
opinion approve of a young man who had ventured
to criticise a real live Parsee baronet, who is ipso
facto the undoubted leader of the community to
which he belongs ? In that respect, political power,
respectability, wisdom, learning are all presumed in
favour -of any individual whose status can justify
such a presumption. No, sir, it just wasn't done in
India, they told me.
But I have committed, I regret to say, quite a
number of major and minor faux pas, though I have
long since ceased to worry about them. Those who
have judged me have revealed a mentality so poor
that they have forfeited the right to judge me or
anyone else. I remember the dajr after I arrived in
Bombay for one of my long vacations. The voyage
had exhausted my supply of dress shirt and when I
landed I was dreadfully short of clothes. I was asked
to dine at ttie Taj, where a negro orchestra from
Paris was swinging it high and low. Hot music had
come to town. There was Leon Abbey from the
Ambassacleur in Paris, Dizzy from the Chez Florence
and any number of them playing the sort of music
which leaves you wondering whether there were
ever any ants in your pants !